THE COVER 


This month's cover consist ba- 
sienlly of two parts; the over 
look at the cover аз а whole, 
the inner look at "El Boricua 
emblem within the cover. 


The over. look at the cover 


1 
represents tho whirlpool of event 
and problems which we are al 
EU 


l en 
s, pollution, racism, 
lism are only u few of 
8 waich confront us Swan 
of our lives 


in. па 


Tae inner look at "Bl Boricua's" 
emblem, designed by Antonlo Rivera, 
represents that even our little nows- 
is caught within tnis whirlpool 
society's problems. 


Тпе emblem is composed of the 
flag of Puerto Rico enclosed within 
its map. Fron the top of ihe 
trude three fists, exch repres 
one of the three races which 
the Р їп. The three fists 
become nr the end, representing 
that ali Teen nre really onc 
ce. The hands 
sts to repre- 


or 


спеханаре sor Py 


struggles that we have gone 
agh in keeping our culture and 
heritage. this is completed by 
the n Bor enn at the dot ton. 
ол che nume given to our 
it's first inhabitants--- 
Indians. 


Este 
Boricua" consiste fundamentalmente 


mes Ia cubierta de "El 


de dos partes; uns recoge el panor- 
апл completo de la cubierta y hacia 
el interior se distingue el emblem 


que carateriza nuestro periodico. 
In cubierta como un todo reco- 
ge el remolino de tones y 


problemas en los cuales esta envi 
to el Puertorriqueno en csta socie 
“drogas, contaminacion ambiental, 
racismo, guerras, violencia e imper- 
ialismo. Estos solo son algunos pro- 
blemas con los cuales nos enfrenta- 
mos en nuestro diario vivir. 
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La parte interior(el emblem») 
represents que hasta nuestro peque- 
no periodico esta envuelto el estos 
problemis de la sociedad. 


En el emblema se intercala la 
bandera de Puerto Kico dentro del 
e nuestra isla. De la parte 
superior del maps surgen tres punos, 
cada representando las tres ra 
que forman la personalidad del nom- 
bre puertorriqueno. Los tres pinos 
se nprocimin, simbolizando que las 
tres razas se juntan en una: 
PUSRTORRTQUENA, y representan 1^ 
lucha que los Boricuas hon llevado 
a cabo a traves de su historia por 
mantener su herencia historico y 
cultural. Todo esto se resume en el 
nombre "Ei Boricua". De ei nombre 
dado a nuestra isla por sus primeros 
habitantes Los Indios Tainos. 
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This section of the paper 


designed to show the progress of the 


Puerto Rican students in the field of Education. It would include 
progress reports of those Puerto Ricans who have applied to college, 
and the many college programs which have been opened to Puerto Ricans. 


The following article is taken from the June 1970 issue of Ramparts 


Magazine. 


Puerto Rico: Our 


Backyard Colony 


by Michael Meyerson 


ITIZENS OF SAN JUAN were not surprised when 
they awakened one morning early this February to 
find that the Selective Service office, the local 
branch of General Electric and a portion of the El 
San Juan Hilton Hotel had all been bombed. Such attacks, 
carried out by a group calling itself Armed Commandos for 
Liberation (CAL), have become a fact of daily life in Puerto 
Rico. As the movement for independence from the U.S. has. 
gained in momentum, more than a hundred bombings, the 
‘majority aimed at American corporations, have shaken the 


island over the past year alone. Of all the targets for this 
assault, one of the most obvious has been the 
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[OR PUERTO RICANS, COLONIAL status is nothing 
new. They have spent the last five centuries under 
the rule of one Western country or another. Puerto 
Rico came close to achieving independence in the 
te 1800s, winning an autonomous constitution from 
Spain, only to lose it a year later when the island was 
“ceded” to the U.S. as part of the spoils of victory in the 
Spanish-American War. Ruled first by the U.S. military, 
then by presidential appointees and only recently by an 
elected governor, Puerto Ricans have had little power over 
the fate of their island; they were even made U.S. citizens 

over the objection of their one elected body. 

Today the island legislature's powers are limited to traffic. 
regulations and the like. Real political power resides in the 
U.S. House Committee on Insular Affairs and the Senate 
Committee on Territorial and Insular Affairs, both of which 
meet in Washington, D.C., some 1500 miles from San Juan, 
Appeals from Puerto Rican courts are decided in Boston 
and final jurisdiction rests with the U.S. Supreme Court, 

USS. federal agencies control the country's foreign rel 
tions, customs, immigration, post office system, commun 
cations, radio, television, commerce, transportation, mari- 
time laws, military service, social security, banks, currency 
and defense all of this without the people of Puerto Rico 
having a vote in U.S. elections. 

The extent of U.S. military control of the country is par- 
ticularly striking. One cannot drive five miles in any direc- 

ion without running into an army base, nuclear site or 
tracking station. Green Berets were recently discovered in 
the famed El Yunque National Rain Forest, presumably 
using the island as a training ground. 

The Pentagon controls 13 per cent of Puerto Rico's land 
and has five atomic bases, including Ramey Air Base. A 
major base for the Strategic Air Command, Ramey includes 
in its confines everything from guided missiles to radio jem- 
ming stations which prevent Radio Havana from reaching 

о Rico and Santo Domingo. In addition to the major 
bases, there are about 100 medium and small military in- 
stallations, training camps, and radar and radio stations. 


N THE LATE 19405, PUERTO RICO became the target 
of Operation Bootstrap. Hailed as an economic "New 
Deal" for the island, Bootstrap bore the kind of name 
that encourages Americans to believe unquestioningly 

in their country's selfless generosity to other peoples. In 

truth, the new program was a textbook-perfect example of 
alm, guaranteeing tax-free investment to U.S. firms 
developing the island as a market for U.S. goods. (As the 
fall Street Journal put it: "Two million potential custom- 
ers live on Puerto Rico, but the hopeful industrial planners 
see it as the shopping center for the entire Caribbean popu- 


lation of 13 million.") While it fed America’s sense of self- 
righteousness and brought profits to U.S. investors, Boot- 
strap left untouched the misery of the majority of Puerto 
Rico's 2.5 million inhabitants. In fact, by limiting the de- 
velopment of the island's economy and forcing continual 
dependence on the U.S., Bootstrap deepened the cycle of 
poverty in Puerto Rico. 

Over one million boriqueños have left their native land 
for the barrios of East Harlem and South Bronx. That one- 
third of a nation would escape into exile to the slums of 
New York testifies to the living conditions in the Caribbean 
“paradise.” 


Photo: Mike Shuster/LNS 


Four out of every five Puerto Rican families earn less 
than $3000 per year; one half receive less than $1000 annu- 
ally. Oscar Lewis puts unemployment at 14 per cent; 
knowledgeable Puerto Ricans insist that a figure as high as 
30 per cent is more realistic. That is a permanent condition 
twice as bad as the depths of the Great Depression in this 
country. Per capita income in Mississippi, our poorest state, 
was 81 per cent higher than in Puerto Rico in 1960. Where- 
as wages are a fraction of those on the — the cost of. 
living on the island is higher. Most st lace island 
costs at 25.per cent higher than those in New York, Chi- 
cago or Boston, 

Housing for most Puerto Ricans is abominable. In ma 
rural town, the only livable building is the town ja 
government agencies consider 46 per cent of Puerto Rico’ 
housing to be inadequate. Not atypical is the Los Chinos 
district of Ponce (Puerto Rico's second largest city), one of 
several slum areas, made up of thousands of one-room dirt- 
floor shacks inhabited by eight- and ten-member families. 
Group of tes families share a single outdoor toilet. 

To most tourists, в Puerto Rico, and the Con- 

до district (the strip "n d р жом 
tourists in increasing numbers each year) is San Juan. But 
within walking distance of the Caribe Hilton and the Flam- 
boyan Hotel on the Condado are some of the worst slums 
in the Americas. Their picturesque names throw into bold 
relief the horror of their reality -La Perla (The Pearl), Los 
Bravos de Boston, etc. One slum, El Fangito, stretches for 

five miles along а rat-infested swamp which seeps with San 
Juan's sewage. 

On a walk through Los Bravos de Boston, 1 met а woman 
standing outside what can only euphemistically be called a 
house. Made of bulletin board, sealed together with bailing 
wire and topped by a sheet of tin, the shack would have 
been blown over by а healthy gust of wind. The wretched 
home, six by six feet, housed the woman, her husband and 
two babies. As we spoke, an infant slept outside at our feet, 
his bed the basket of a rusty shopping cart. The mother, in 
a state of despair, had learned only that morning that the 
government was going to move the shack elsewhere that 
day, and there was no way to contact her husband, a con- 
struction worker, to tell him where to come when his day 
ended. 

Le IT DOES LITTLE TO IMPROVE the lot of the poor, 


Bootstrap has by any standards been a bargain for in- 

ors. Offering U.S. firms cheap labor and tax "holi- 

days" of 10 to 17 years, Bootstrap was hailed by 
Hubert Humphrey as the "miracle of the Caribbean." 


As the colonial government reports: 
“Manufacturers average 30 per cent on 
their investment- thanks to the produc- 
tivity of Puerto Rico's three-quarter 
million willing, able workers. Profits in 
electronics run 10.8 times those of the 
mainland industry's average.” Every 
dollar invested has brought a profit of 
eee ee ушга Эле 
vestments rto Rico are the 
erigere y ‘lof Latin 


rt C 
land's industrial system, only 17 cents is 
left in Puerto Rico. Only с: 
ada, Japan and West Germany impo: 
more U.S. goods. This island of less than 
three million people buys more from us. 
than do Spain, Portugal, Austria, Ire- 
m e а lis 
combine 


Sugar 2d petroleum account for 
most of the country's industry. The 
sugar industry, controlled by three U.S. 
companies (te Cental Aguirre Supr 
Company, owned by the First Nation: 

Bank of Boston; C. crees 
and the South Puerto Rico Sugar Com 
pany of New Jersey, the largest owner. 
of cane plantations in the world), is a 
classroom model of neo-colonialism. It 
accounts for half the island's agricul- 
tural іпсоте- а fact determined not by 
the agricultural needs of the island but 
by the U.S. sugar quota. impoverished 
Puerto Rican plantation workers chop 
the cane for tax-free U.S. companies, 
ship the raw product to the States 
where it is refined, packaged and taxed, 


Copper, operating through subsidiaries, 
moved in, taking exclusive rights to the 
deposits. Comparable in size to the larg- 
est deposits in this country, their ore 
value is higher than any in the United 
States. The deposits are worth at least 
1.5 rican Metal Climax 
paid Puerto Rico just ten dollars for an 
exploration permit. 
of the deposits and of the nego- 
tiations between the two companies 
and the government was kept secret 
until the Pro-Independence Movement 
got yer of the talks and began a public 
. Through picketing, diplo- 
жне protests and Jocal раар tho 
independentists have for four years suc- 
cessfully prevented the companies from 
starting production. Although the con- 
tract has not been signed yet, specula- 
tion is that with 64-year-old millionaire 
industrialist Luis Ferré as the new gov- 
ernor, the signing is imminent. 
ington propaganda has always 
held that Puerto Rico has no riches, that 
it needs the United States, hence inde- 
pendence is unreasonable. Now Japan 
has offered the con дн deal on 
E copper tai have 
жор position pro- 
Tibi Puerto Rico from engaging infor 
eign trade. Undoubtedly, 
tobacco and coffee could ped "attract 
better prices if offered competitively. 
There seems no way to check or reverse 
the depletion of Puerto Rico's riches 
other than independence. The major 
gument against independence, aside 
from lack of natural wealth, has been 
the size of the country. But Puerto Rico 
has more people than the island nations 
of Сур: Lati 


and then 
at exorbitant prices. 

Only the petrochemical industry has 
seen a bigger growth in Puerto Rico, 
with heavy investments from every 


majo m 
Car 

poi da Virtually ringing the Carib- 

bean coast of the island in search of 

offshore oil, they have caused severe 

pollution in some of the best fi 


American Metal Climax and Kennicott 


American omes including Pa 
guay, Costa Rica and Panama; than 
some 32 member states of the United 
Nations, including Laos, Israel, Jordan, 
Albania and Lebanon. 


EADING THE DRIVE for inde- 
I pendence from U.S. domina- 
‘tion is the Movimiento Pro- 


Independencia of Puerto Rico (MPI). А 
prominently displayed painting domi- 
nates the offices of the MPI in San Juan. 


and killed nationalist demonstrators, 
was painted by Fran Cervoni, one of 
Puerto Rico’s most important artists 


and a member of MPI's Political Com. 


mission. Only part of the painting re- 
mains as the artist rendered it, the can- 
vas having been salvaged from the fire 
which destroyed the MPI headquarters 
in November 1965. Nobody one en- 
‘counters has the slightest doubt that the 
arsonists were agents of the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency. 

Today, new fires are being set in 
Puerto Rico, but this time the flames 
are spreading in a different direction. 
Since New Year's Eve 1967, at least 75 

ires aimed at North American proper- 
ties have caused damage ranging in esti- 
mates from 25 to 75 million dollars. No 
onc has been caught; no р! 
bcen found; no witnesses have 
forth, But a group calling itself the 
Commandos for Liberation 
(cat has taken credit for the action. 
To the chagrin of the propertied, no one 
prove who belongs to CAL, al- 
though the press has attempted to tie 
the group to MPI. Police have even 
arrested local MPI leaders in connection 
with the bombings, but were forced to. 
release them for lack of anything 1e- 
sembling evide 

"The and, итеу blanketed by CIA 
and FBI agents, has practically suffo- 
cated with the massive invasion of re- 
inforcements from those two agencies. 

Wackenhut Corporation, a Miami- 
based security firm, boosted its guard 
force by 40 per cent in less than a year, 
the bulk going to watch over US. hold 
ings in Puerto Rico. Bargain Town, one 
of whose stores was fire-bombed, now 
has Burns Agency guards, equipped 
with fire masks and with fire-fighting 
equipment, both inside and outside its 
stores 24 hours а day. Stil the bomb- 


the first stage of operations,” he says, 


“and in this phase we intend to cause: 


$100 million worth of damage to U.S. 
concerns. Our idea is to inflict such 
heavy losses on these enterprises that 
the insurance companies will have to 
pay more money in indemnity than 
they have received in payment, thus up- 
setting the economy.” 


On September 23, 1968, the centen- | 
ary of the Grito de Lares, the rebellion. ! 


against Spanish colonialism, CAL issued 
a statement declaring the tourist strip of 
dado a "zone of war" and asking 


El artículo que publica la revista Ramparts 
tiene especial interés para nosotros los Puertor- 
riqueños por varias razones: 1) los norte-amer- 
ieanos comienzan a ver los Puertorriqueños en 
forma diferente a como usualmente 10 hacian. Ya 
по nos ven como un pueblo fangotado sino como un 
pueblo en lucha constante por defender lo que 
por ley natural les pertenece; 2) es significativo 
que una revista tan prestigiosa como lo es Ramparts 
se haya fijado en la lucha de los Puertorriqueños 
(en la isla),lo cual nos indica que nos co- 
mienza a respetar como pueblo И кле, a defen- 
der lo que le pertenece. 


No hay que ser muy inteligente para uno darse 
cuenta de cual es la realidad de nosotros como 
Puertorriqueños. Nuestra realidad es una realidad 
de injusticias y de explotación descarada. No 
queremos hacer juicios sobre el articulo. Los 
números y estadistiens son lo suficientemente 
claros para entender la realidad. Sean ustedes 
lectores, los jueces y decidan 


Los Editores 


The article published in Ramparts Magazine 
has a great significance to ns for various reasons: 
1) the Northamericans begin to see us, the Puerto 
Rican, in a different way. They no longer see us 
as an "Uncle Топ" people, as a nation in con- 
stant struggle to regain what is rightfully ours: 
2) it is very significant that such a distinguish- 
ed magazine hs Ramparts has acknowledge the strug- 
gle of the Puerto Rican People(on the islond), 
which indicates to us that they ore beginning to 
respect us as п country prepared to defend itself. 
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doesn' $ require much intelligence to f 


gure out what is happening to the Puerto Ricans. 

ur story is a story of injustice and exploita- 
rats We do not wish to judge the article. The 
figures and statistics are sufficiently clear to 
understand the problem. You are the readers, the 
judges who must decide... 


The Editors 


Puerto Ricans to stay out, "especially in 
the evening hours.” At an open-air cere- 
mony commemorating the Grito de 
Lares that same afternoon, at 


ras, MPI general secretary, paid 
tribute to those who have begun to en- 
gage in “the highest form of struggle, 
armed struggle. The crowd took up the 
chant; “Fuego! Fuego! Fuego! Fire! 
Fire! Fire! 

The cadres of MPI are serious revolu- 
tioriaries. They are dedicated, commit- 
ted to the long-range struggle, have very 
few illusions about their "objective real- 
ity” and are terribly energetic. This is 
true both of the top leadership and of 
the activists. 

In Aguadills, a town 60 miles west of 


San Juan, in the northwest corner of the 
rectangular island, MPI has established 


the Jose de Diego Mission. There are 
some two dozen such central missions 
scattered throughout Puerto Rico sup- 
ported by twice as many “patriotic mis- 
central mission is one with its 
own headquarters, the he faciles to print 
ion to distrib- 
tte literature. Patriot missions. are 
groups of cadres in the ‘surrounding 
towns who, working out of the central 
missions, strive to expand their organi- 
zation to the point that they have 
strength enough to become central mis- 
sions themselves. 
The Aguadilla mission has, in addition 


to the familiar posters of Latin revolu- 
tionary heroes, the slogan in large black 
letters: “Diablos, No! No Iremos!” 
(Hell No, We ein t Go!). The town is 
located on the co: 


U.S. flag, In contrast to the severe pen- 
alties dealt out to Julio's contempo- 
raries in the States for similar offenses, 
the young man only received a fine of 


on top of one nother, scendingtothe 
peak of the hil! overlooking the Atlan- 
tic. The slums get poorer as the land- 
scape rises. At the top stands the pride 
of the Diego Mission—the first zona 
libre (free zone) of Puerto Rico. Made 
up of clusters of the worst shanties in 
Aguadilla, the zone’s official name is 
Cerra Vills Nuevo. 


fear to tread 

К national feeling. 
Julio's shack in the free zone, perhaps. 
а dozen feet square, contains a "kitchen. 
with a mini-stove and an outdoor sink 
which one must stretch out of the win- 
dow to reach. Boiling on the stove wasa 
pot of yucca root, Julio’s dinner. One 
wall features a half-dozen water colors 


by MPI, which now has the near- 
unanimous backing of the people there. 
Today, the police no longer venture 
into Cerra Villa Nuevo. 

Many hundreds of families populate 
the free zone (the total population of 
Agati placed at around 50000) 

The dirt paths that pass for roads are 
filled with mangy, limping dogs, pigs 
and goats. Due to the continuing expan- 
sion of U.S. military bases, tracking 
stations and iadio intelligence centers, 
land is becoming scarce and the rural 
poor are being forced off their land and 
herded into already overcrowded city 
slums. Aguadilla is faced with massive 
unemployment and the figures extend 
far above the estimated 30 per cent for 
the whole of the island. 


On the day I met him, Julio Alvarez, 


one of Cerra Villa Nuevo's most activg 
MPI cadres, was on trial for burning the 


painted by Julio. 
over produce crate, contains 1 эы - 
sky's House of the Dead, The Idiot and 
The Brothers Ki 


denies him, Julio Alvarez’s intellectual 
pursuits will continue. It is Julio and 
hundreds of his neighbors who com: 

prise the population of the island's first 
zona libre. 


‘OMEN ARE CONSPICUOUSLY 
few in the movement's leader- 
ship, not an uncommon situa- 

tion on the Latin continent. One of the 

exceptions is Lucila Andino, the 25- 

year-old director of the Carolina Mis- 

sion. Her district stretches perhaps 25 

miles east to Luquillo, the town sur- 

rounding Puerto Rico’s most famous 
and luscious strip of beach. Included in 
the area is the village of Loiza Aldea, 


Photo: Claridad/LNS 


which must be reached by raft. Loiza is 
populated almost entirely by black 
Puerto Ricans, and the origin of this 
ethnic make-up is a subject of constant 
speculation. Consensus generally holds 
that a slave ship capsized off Loiza's 
coast and the slaves that made it to 
shore settled in the area; it then became 
a haven for runaway slaves. 

Lucila is one of two: female mission 
directors of MPI; the second heads the 
organization їп Mayaguez, Puerto 
Rico's fourth largest city. Perhaps a ma- 
jor reason for this lack of women cadres 
in the movement, aside from the obvi- 
ous one of the general status of women 
in Puerto Rican society, is that much of 
the recent growth of MPI has come 
through its anti-draft activities. In 
1966, a young worker named Sixto Al- 
velo became the colony's first draft re- 
sister. Within a year, MP's newspaper 
Claridad printed a full-page advertise- 
ment listing the signatures of 1000 
Puerto Rican youths who joined the 
Resistance. They stated their refusal to 
recognize what they consider to be a 
colonial draft, to serve in a foreign 
army, and they expressed their solidar- 
ity with the South Vietnam National 
Liberation Front. (In 1965, MPI had es- 
tablished a fraternal relationship with 
the NLF.) The ranks of the thousand 

we since been swelled much beyond 
that. Rarely does а day go by when a 
young resister is not arrested. 


+++ 


One of MPI's most encouraging recent 
developments is the success of FEPI, 
the high school independence move- 
ment. The high school organization 
serves not only to radicalize the hun- 
dreds of thousands of young people 
(half the island's population is under 
25); it also provides the movement with 
a major wedge into the working class 
and peasantry. 

Ponce is Governor Ferre town and 
main base. In addition to his cement 
factories and his newspaper, £1 Dia, he 
has uncounted real estate holdings, 
foundries and much of the most costly 
land in the city. Yet here too the MPI is 
extremely active. 

In the slums of Los Chinos, and in La 
Playa near the Caribbean, as throughout 
the city of Ponce, the MPI mission con- 
ducts nightly "ciné-meetings." 
twilight hours, portable bulletin boards 
filled with news, posters and photo- 


graphs are set up at a given intersection. 
As night falls, speakers make a brief 
presentation of the movement's pro- 
gram and ask for support, and then pro- 
jectors show films, imported from Cuba 
and Vietnam, projected onto the wall of 
а windowless building. As many as 600 
neighbors come to these meetings, even 
though chances are good that they will 
be interrogated by the FBI the follow- 
ing day. 


PI INSISTS THAT SOCIAL jus- 
tice and independence will 
not be achieved through the 

established electoral process, for what- 
ever laws are passed in San Juan are sub- 
ject to approval by Washington. At elec- 
tion time, the movement is actively 
‘engaged in promoting the boycott as a 
political weapon. There are the rem- 
nants still of the independentist elec- 
toral party, PIP, but it has pretty much 
deteriorated as MPI gains strength and 
as the reality of the colonial situation 
becomes ever more apparent. Little 
more than 40 per cent of the eligible 
voters are registered and of that number 
only perhaps half bother to cast their 
ballots. 

While MPI is firm in its principled 
opposition to the colonial establish- 
ment, it maintains sin quoram 
within the езе are re- 


PI CALLS ITSELF the "patri- 
M otic vanguard” of Puerto 
Rico. That is to say, it is the 

t 


Besides its pact of solidarity with the 
NLF in South Vietnam, the movement 
has representatives оп the execu 
‘committees of the Organization of So 
darity with the Peoples of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America, and the Latin Amer- 
ican Students’ Organization, both based 
in Havana. 

‘As Mari Bras says, "Puerto Rico is bat- 
tling against time in its struggle to save 
its nationhood.” Only a crisis in the 
USS. colonial system will force indepen- 
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їп this regard is a massive unified de- 
mand by the island’s people that makes 
their outright colonial status an embar- 
rassment to the United States. The only 
force that can create the crisis, MPI be- 
lieves, is the working class when it is 
organized. The development of work- 
ers' cadres is to be a main focus of the 
organization from now on. 

The United States does not want a 
Puerto Rico free and independent to de- 
termine its own course. Nor, says Mari 
Bras, does it want a state with its own 
nationality. But the Yankees too see the 
possibility of a crisis developing in its 
тунеп. So И attempts to der tbe. 
Puerto Rican nationality rd its 


ferred to as its segundo nivel, its second- 
level membership. In the political par- 
ties, the government and the press, the 
second level acts as a source of intelli- 
gence for MPI, letting it know of im- 
pending arrests or shady government 
dealings. In 1967, for example, Clari 

е movement's weekly paper, 
broke the story of the hitherto undis- 
closed discovery of copper in the center 
of the island. 

It is the work in the copper areas and 
the slums, and similar organization 
among the petroleum workers, that has 
brought about the radicalization of MPI 
and the search for fundamental social 
change, say movement spokesmen. In 
April 1968, Juan Mari Bras announced 
that MPI would uphold the right of 
Puerto Rico to use any methods, includ- 
ing armed struggle, to achieve its inde- 
pendence. In the midst of a press cam- 
paign to determine who was behind the 
recent wave of bombings, and attempts 
to tie MPI to CAL, the announcement 
caused a sensation, 


netration. 
Of the island. If the United. States 
should succeed in its offensive, it could 
then grant Puerto Rico statehood at the 
point of crisis. 

Meanwhile, the Movimiento Pro- 
Independencia organizes in the slums of 
the cities and the hovels of the country- 
side, among university and high school 
students, and in the growing industrial 
working class. They are, they say, a 
patriotic vanguard leading a national 

struggle of survival. While nationalism is 
the cause and self-reliance the urgent 
need, MPI is by no means unaware of 
the role of anti-imperialist North Amer- 
сап». In fact, they see it as our responsi- 
bility to fight with them for indepen- 
dence. Ultimately, says one MPI leader, 
“What you do in the United States may 
well determine the fate of Puerto Rico’s 
nationhood.” 


Michael Meyerson із a frequent con- 
tributor to RAMPARTS. 


CURRENT EVENTS 


This section of the paper is devoted to those stories, poems, essays, 
or editorials which have been written by Puerto Rican Students, and repre- 
sent the ideas of the Puerto Rican People or the present generation of 


students. 


I wrote this argumentative com- 
position after the tragic event at 
Kent University, in which 4 students 
were shot to death. I wanted to write 
а composition that would show both 
sides of the story, so I wrote "The 
Kent Massacre". The composition puts 
across the main questions that were 
asked by millions of students around 
the world: "Where is the sniper the 
National Guard saw?""Why did the Na- 
tional Guard shoot into a crowd, 
and not at the so called 'sniper'?" 
and "Why did they shoot the students 
in the head and chest?" The National 
Guard could not answer these ques- 
tions, so the students answered them 
for them by holding thousands of de- 
monstrations, and a huge national 
strike. 

The "Kent Massacre" was indeed 
tragic, but at least it has helped 
unite the students to keep pushing 
for an end to the Vietnam War. 


THE KENT MASSACRE 


On Monday May L, 1970 after a 
violent confrontation between the 
students and the National Guard, 
four Kent University students were 
shot to death and eleven others wound- 
ed. This resulted in п wave of anti- 
war demonstrations around the coun- 
try aimed at pressuring the President 
into ending his Cambodian Invasion 
and withdrawing American Troops from 
Vietnam. This has been the biggest 
ineident involving dissent against 
the Vietnam War, and it has united 
the students of all races into a po- 
werful co'ilition. 


First let us look nt the side 
of the National Guard. The National 
Guard said that they were fired upon 
by a sniper, and that thus they hid 
to turn to their rifles in self de- 
fense. This is a good story, except 
for the fact that eye witnesses did 
not see a sniper, nor hear any shots 
before the fatal incident. 


Another important part of the 
problem is that if the National Guard 
really did see a sniper, they were 
supposed to first fire п warning 
shot, and then nim at the building 
in which the sniper was hiding, for 
the kill. However, this did not hap- 
pen on May h. A National Guard 
turned around and fired should 
level into the crowd, which started 
the chain reaction of shots. Аз we 
can see from the four sliin students, 
they were all either shot in the 
head, or the chest. Something con- 
tradictory to the National Guard 
Handbook which says that they're 
supposed to shoot in the arm or leg 
of a person, and not at such a vital 
point as the head or chest. 


Now let us see the side of the 
students. The students say that they 
were fired upon by the National Guard 
for no particular reason. They do 
not deny that some of the students 
were throwing rocks and bottles, but 
they cannot see why this would cause 
a group of men who are supposed to 
be "Specially trained" for this, to 
fire at another group for no parti- 
cular reason. After all, do you think 
such a confrontation is fair, rocks 
and bottles-----: against automatic 


Tne Kent Massacre cont. 


rifles? That is almost the same ns 
having а duel between two persons, 
^nd letting one of them use a gun, 
and the other а beun-shooter. These 
so-called "specially trained" men 
panicked, and in so doing took the 
lives of four students. 


The events following the "Kent 
Massacre" show the love that all the 
Students in the world have for each 
other. It also shows that they are 
not afraid of making their thoughts 
known to the government. We con see 
the pressure that they applied on 
President Nixon when he ngreed with 
many of their thoughts on public 
television. The "Kent Massacre" has 
been one of the battles in the quest 
of having peace in Vietnam four 
students died: but their deaths 
will be remembered always. 


By: Carmelo A. Colon 


This poem cane about because 
of the need to express the feelings 
that most of us develop in 2 system 
that thrives on racism, Perhaps ас 
you reid it you ee а cert in 
paradox. "The sad thing about pre- 
the haters turn the 
We don't know 

yet. Tre Block bun- 
order to stop the gun 
we must pick up the gun". Perhaps 
in order to stop hatred we must hate 
enough to stop it. 


FROM МЕ TC YOU (To whomever you my 
e 


he, from whomever I may be) 
FREEDOM, FREEDOM? 


Let me be free from you and you and 
1 don't want your hatred nor that friendshi 


that enslaves. 


I WANT TO DE ME 


Without you to mold me, to help me, 


to love me, to hate me. 


I WANT TO BE FREE 


From your enslavement, and even from 


your freedom. 


I WANT TO GROW 


But not to owe 


^ 


WANT TO LEARN 


But I don't want to be taught.... 
(insolent platitutes that 
teach me theories) 


T WANT ME TO LEARN 
Realities that might be harsh, 


so that I may grow but not 
owe. 


н 


НАТЕ YOUR UNDERSTANDING 


That has grown out of 
misunderstanding. 


HATE YOUR TRUTH 
That has been born out of lies 
I HATE YOUR LIBERAL THOUGHTS 
Even your radical thoughts, 
the more you help-the less 
you do-the more I owe. 
I HATE AND T HATE, BUT MOST OF ALL I 
HATE YOU AND I HATE MYSELF: I HATE YOU 
FOR MY CONDITIONING, I HATE ME FOR 
MY BATE...., 595 
By: Fred Natal 


mena ! 


Ра! 
Ро 


ха de andar о 
Мех malos 


¿Que а Jue 
Jo siento cle Sé mima сот 


(Oh Soledad 


Soy un estudiante del programa C.0.P.E. en Newark, New Jersey. Mi 
inspirasion sobre esta pequefia composicion titulada "Unidad" sefiala un 
tema veridico en nuestra era. Mi mayor propósito en esta composicion es 
unir a la humanidad para que la paz reine entre los seres humanos. 


UNIDAD 


¿Porqué la humanidad se fija en las diferencias de razas? 

¿Qué diferencia existe entre un Asiático, un Africano, un Europeo, 
о un Americano. 

Y digo Americano porque todos los que son nativos del Continente de 
America son Americanos, no sÓlo son los estadounidenses Americanos. 

¿Acaso no somos todos humanos? 

¿Acaso todos no tenemos que trabajar para poder vivir? 

¿Acaso todos no llebamos sangre en las venas? 

¿Acaso todos no comemos, dormimos, y respiramos el mismo aire? 

¿Acaso a veces no nececitamos de otras personas? 

¿Acaso no necesitamos sexo para olvidar los malos ratos de esta vida? 

¿Existe alguna diferencia entre unas u otras razas? NO. Entonces 
porque no nos tratamos como hermanos y nos unimos para poder gozar 

de todas las riquezas de nuestra naturaleza. 

Tal vez esto no se pueda lograr en diez ni veinte décadas, pero si la 

mayoría de las personas que han tenido cierto nivel cultural ayudaran 
al prójimo, es posibre que se logre lodicho anteriormente; 

no debemos penzar en nosotros ya que nuestro destino está hecho, sino 
que debemos pensar en nuestros hijos, nietos y biznietos......... 

Ellos seran los beneficiados en el futuro y si no se hace nada para que 


ellos puedan tener paz y felicidad, ellos serán los perjudicados. 


BY: William S. Valdes 


JUVENTUD 


No debemos desanimarnos. 

Debemos de seguir luchando como lo hicieron nuestros Abuelos, Tatarabuelos, 
y Antepasados. 

Debemos de superarnos culturalmente para así poder obtener nuestros 
derechos humanos , 

Para que ningún gobierno nos explote, como lo han hecho hasta ahora. 

Ya ha llegado la hora de abrir los ojos. 
De quitarles los difraces a los gobiernos. 

Ya basta de embustes de promesas falsas, que todo lo hacen con el propósito 


de dominar 
y de saquear las riquezas de los países. 


Tenemos que hacerles ver que la juventud está en acción y que no 
descansaremos hasta obtener "La Libertad" de los yugos opresores. 
Sólo reclamamos nuestros derechos: Libertad, Igualdad, Paz, y Felicidad. 
Juventud pregúntense todos los días: 
¿Que haré hoy para el prójimo? 


By: William S. Valdes 


С 

"No des Tu TieRRR AL ENA 
PoR M&S Qué TE PAGUE Bien. 
£L Que su TeRRUMO VEWDE 


VENDE LR PATRIR cow EL,” 


PoR: ViR&íLio DAVILR 


CULTURAL 


This section of the paper is dedicated to those persons whom have 
contributed to th History of Puerto Rico of which we are, as Puerto 
Ricans proud of. It is also dedicated to those Puerto Ricans whom have 
demonstrated their culture and history proudly throughout this country. 


Agustin Stahl (18h2-1917) 


SURGEON, AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH 
SCIENTIST. Born in Aguadilla. Of 
German descent, studied at Universi- 
ty of Prague, 1864. Established per- 
manent residence in Bayamon, where 
he became Puerto Rico's first natur- 
alist, and one of the first and fore- 
most archeologists. Became Professor 
of Natural History at Spanish Insti- 
tude of Secondary Education, 1874. 
Published two volumes on sugar cane 
diseases, after research at Agricul- 
tural Station, Mayagtiez, 1878. Au- 
thored first history of early indians 
of Puerto Rico, 1890. Classified and 
sketched 2300 botanical specimens, 
which were purchased by a scientific 
society of New Orleans, 1900. Died 
1917.. 


CIRUJANO, INVESTIGADOR CIENTIFICO EN 
LA AGRICULTURA. Nacio en Aguadilla. 
De parentesco alemán, estudio en la 
Universidad de Wurzburg; recibid su 
titulo de ES en Ja Uni- 
versidad de Praga, 1864. Fijd su re- 
sidencia en Bayamón, donde se hizo 
el primer naturalista de Puerto Rico 
y uno de los primeros y mas destaca- 
dos arqueólogos. Llegd a ser Profes- 
sor de la Historia Natural en el In- 
stituto de Segunda Enseñanza, 187%. 
Publicd dos tomos sobre la enferme- 
dad de la caña, tras investigaciones 
hechas en el Centro Agricola de Ma- 
yagüez, 1878. Escribió la primera 
historia de los indios aborigenes 

de Puerto Rico, 1890. Clasificd y , 
dibujo’ a mano 2300 especímenes botdn- 
icos, los cuales fueron comprados 
por una sociedad cientifica de Nueva 
Orleans, 1900. Murió en 1917. 


supieron consagrarla, 
al halago de fáciles victorias. 
Ayer la vi flotar, pero a su lado 
radiaban 


las estrellas de la otra. 
La que nació entre el humo del combate 
Potomac 


y brilla en los espacios soberana 
sin que otro pabellón le preste sombra. 
Ayer la vi flotar, pero a su lado- 
ondulaban las franjas de la otra. 

Asi yo no la quiero. De ese modo 

no la soñó la mente del 

que en la vida, los hombres si son puros, 


y en dondequiera que la г asoma 
tendida en el espacio, pero ¡¡SOLA!! 


AGUSTIN STAHL (1842-1917) 


ON 
(А el. lanero ee 


g, Pow kuis Llorens Torres 
iste. esto nedertion, ton fuente, 


(коп tlo mang mutila: 2 


. 4i la desgracia о si la auerte 
(v^ fUr tu * en la Primer dorpada. 
4 oves envilecida corcaloda , . 
iy 2 Lu Pueblo incabaz de comprenclerte? 


. pecho todo зе vehió una nosa * 
Fel duelle intel Чие En LONTE Perro 
РАЮ niente. 


I SECTI 


This section of the paper will contain reports on the various 
.e" organizations and clubs which have open up in New Jersey. It 
wil. also contain advertizing on coming dances, meetings, and various 
tores. 


Junio 30 
` "Poor People Gathering" 


La Asociación de Directores de Agencias sobre la Pobreza, invita 
а toda la gente pobre para una demostración masiva que tendrá lugar 
en Trenton, para protestar al gobieno por: 
1. El mal uso de los fondos destinados a la gente pobre. 


2. El corte de dinero que le han impuesto a Community Affair. 


31 Informe sobre los fondos de Emergencia que el gobernador 


tiene. 
ECT. 


Junio 30, ALL DAY Junio 30, ALL DAY 


INF. 271-7400 
271-7953 


"POWER TO THE PEOPLE" 


EVERY 
WEDNESD, 


CLASSES 


Learn about the culture 
which they are trying 


to take away from us. 


Every wednesday at 6:00 P.M. 


at Aspira, 
20-24 Branford PL., 3 rd floor 


s 
opportunity 
come and bring all your friends. 


Ihursday June 25 
THE Young Lord Party 
will clean-up Wood St. and thus 
liberate it from the dirt that 
the Sanitation Department has failed 


to clean-up. 


They have not done their job 
so it is time for the people to 
unite and do it. 

All 

those 
interested 
mee 


front 
of 
25 Park Ave. 


"Power To The People" 


June 30 
"Jira" to Lake Hopatcong 


Sponsored by the Young Lord Party 


All those interested 
in going or of signing-up 
as volunteers, can do so 
at the Newark Christia 
Center, 75 BR 


Adult 
volunteers 


PARENTS 
don't 


forget . 


to sign up your 
children 


for the Summer Bilingual 
Program 


which starts 
July 6 
For further information 


call the 


Board of Education 


Remember People : 
Mis 15 Your pos Jl will 


Either P or Stand 
according th Your Support 


que 
Your Neospaper 


Aecuenda Comp abero: 

Ese 03 bu lemodico. El éxito 
o fracaso del mismo depende del 
apoyo que tu le 7 Por tanto, 
preston’ tu ayuda. 


Pan na mayon inform ación escribe a: 
furthen tion write to: 
еони cue: 


OOM 5 
20.24 BRANFORO PLACE, 
Wan- NEW JERSEY : 0702 


